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Reading with your child at home
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How often should we read together?





It may not be possible to read every day, but please try to read with your child as often as possible, even if only for a few minutes.


Set aside a special time for reading.


Find a comfortable area free from distractions – for example, the television!





How can I help?





Don’t expect your child to read too many pages in one session. Discussion of the text is far more important.


Discuss a new book. Look at and talk about the front cover. Read the blurb. Read the title. Point out the name of the author and illustrator. What type of book is it – a story book, a non-fiction book? 


Remind your child of different strategies they can use if they come to a word they don’t know, for example:


Blend different parts of the word together;


Look for a little word inside a bigger word.


Miss the word out, read on, then go back. Which word would make sense?


Look at the shape of the word.


Think about words which have similar spelling patterns.


Use the pictures!


As your child becomes a more confident and independent reader, why not give them the opportunity to ‘read in their head’? Give them a purpose for their reading before reading independently - ‘something to look for’ or a question to answer. After a few minutes, discuss the text with your child. Have they found the answer?


When you return to a book on another day, discuss the story or the content so far. What do they already know? What would they like to know? Can they find out any more? 











.











