Finstall First School
GEOGRAPHY

POLICY
Geography is the study of places and people and the interaction between them.

Aims & Objectives
Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and the rest of the world.  They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research and investigation. Through growing knowledge and understanding of geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures.  Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.
We aim to:


· Stimulate pupils’ interest in their surroundings and help them to appreciate the differences and similarities in the wider world

· Encourage an appreciation of the wonder of the natural world

· Help develop an informed concern about the quality of their local environment and the wider world 
· Enable children to recognise how places and people are interdependent and appreciate the need for responsible actions and attitudes towards the earth and its population
· Introduce pupils to geographical enquiry

· Explore physical and human patterns and processes

· Develop the skills needed to understand geographical investigations

Teaching & Learning
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons, in order that the children may combine gaining knowledge, developing understanding and learning skills. We believe in whole class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry based research activities. Teachers use higher order and open ended questions as an integral part of their teaching. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions.  We offer opportunities to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs and we enable them to use ICT in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning.  

We recognise the value of firsthand experience, incorporating field studies as a regular part of geography across the whole school population. This helps to develop pupils’ skills and understanding of the world they live in. It is important for the children of Finstall First School to have an awareness and an understanding of the effects of their actions upon the environment in which they live, work and relax. We help them to understand that, in order to do this, we need to take responsibility for our own actions and we need to have a sense of duty and care for the world in which we live. One way that we can strive towards this goal is to encourage children and their families to think about how they can reduce the amount of materials they use and the waste they produce. We can inspire them to re–use materials wherever possible, restore what is deemed to have been destroyed and respect our neighbours and our environment.
At our school, children also learn to recognise how people can improve or damage the environment and how this can affect the future quality of people’s lives.   The children also are taught to recognise how and why people seek to manage the sustainability of our environment and to identify opportunities for their own involvement.  
We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  

We achieve this by:

· Setting tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses
· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty in relation to group ability

· Providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the child

· Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks to each ability group

Geography Curriculum Planning

Geography is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We use the national scheme of work as the basis for our curriculum planning in geography, but we have adapted this to our local context. We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we plan progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 

We carry out curriculum planning in geography in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the geography topics studied in each term during each key stage; the subject leader devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group, and the children study geography topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key Stage 1. Some topics have a particular geography focus, and in Key Stage 2, we place an increasing emphasis on independent geographical study. We teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum through the corresponding programme of study. The subject leader keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis.  

The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each geography lesson (short-term plans). These plans list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. The class teacher keeps these individual plans, although s/he and the subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis.

Foundation Stage

We teach geography in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the geography side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years Learning Goals (ELGs) and the Foundation Stage Profile which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world, through activities such as walking around the local area, finding and naming landmarks such as ponds and road names.

At Key Stage 1, geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to the children’s own environment and the people that live there, while developing an awareness of the wider world.

• Children will investigate and learn about the physical and human features of their own environment and appreciate how their locality is similar to and different from other places.

• Focus on geographical questions like: What/Where is it? How did it get like this?

• Develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork skills, geographical terms, making and using maps, and using photographs.

At Key Stage 2, geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to people, places and environments at different scales, in the United Kingdom and overseas, and an appreciation of how places relate to each other in the wider world. 

Children will:

• study places and themes at different scales, from local to national, in the United Kingdom and overseas, and investigate how people and places are linked and how they relate to the wider world

• study how and why physical and human features are arranged as they are in a place or environment, and how people are influenced by and affect environments.

• focus on geographical questions like: What is it like? How did it get like this? How and why is it changing?

• will develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork and ICT skills, geographical terms, making and using maps and using photographs.

• benefit from the opportunity to experience different geographical locations, especially a residential trip in year 4 and trips throughout the school year.
Environmental Education

Environmental education forms an integral part of the geography curriculum. Within the scheme of work there are units that lend themselves to developing the children’s knowledge, understanding, concern and care for the environment. This also comes into other curriculum areas, as well as geography, and is a theme that is frequently discussed in school assemblies. The school’s Eco-Committee also play an important part in the Environmental Education of children at this school. 
Geography and Inclusion 
At our school, we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. This accords with the school's curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are gifted and talented, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details, see separate policies: Special Educational Needs; Disability Equality Scheme.
When planning lessons teachers look at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable all child to learn more effectively.  Assessments made by teachers against the National Curriculum's attainment targets and Age Related Expectations allow us to consider each child's attainment and progress. This helps to ensure that our teaching is matched to the child's needs. 

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, e.g. a walk around the local area, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Equal Opportunities
In all our studies, equal emphasis is given to the roles of men and women at all levels of society.  When studying distant localities we focus on the lives of real people and families, ensuring that we develop the children’s appreciation of lifestyles of peoples from all cultures, for example, Kenya in Year 4 and India in Year 2.
Health & Safety
All out of school activities comply with the guidelines in the school’s health and safety policy.

Assessment for learning
The children’s work in geography is assessed in the following ways:

· On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and uses this information to plan for future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
· Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. 
· At the end of each whole unit of work, recording summary judgements based on Age Related Expectations appropriate for each child.
· Making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons

· At the end of each year, recording whether children are in line with, below or exceeding Age Related Expectations. 
We pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year. Assessments are made in order to plan future work and monitor the progress of individual children.
The subject leader for geography keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. These demonstrate the expected level of achievement in geography for each age group in the school. 

Monitoring & Review
The coordination and planning of the geography curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, who also:

· supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments in geography and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

· gives the head teacher a regular monitoring report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in geography and indicates areas for further improvement;

· uses specially allocated management time to review evidence of the children's work, to conduct pupil interviews, to analyse planning and performance data  and to observe geography lessons across the school.

Resources
We are continually reviewing resources in our school to be able to teach all the geography units/topics.  Resources are stored in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 areas – e.g. a variety of atlases, maps, books and ICT software including internet based resources, which support the children’s learning.  

The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas
Geography is taught as part of our creative curriculum in all year groups at Finstall First School. The subject lends itself to being taught and learned in cross curricular topics because of its links with many other subjects, for example, history where major historical events have taken place because of the geography of the region concerned. 
English

Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of English in our school because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We ensure that some of the texts that we use in English are geographical in nature. 

Mathematics

The teaching of geography in our school contributes to children's mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and distance, and they also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data.
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social welfare. For example, children study the way people recycle material, and how environments are changed for better or for worse. Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussions. Thus geography in our school promotes the concept of positive citizenship.
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
We offer children in our school many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life through the medium of geography. For example, their work on the changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask questions about the evolution of the planet. We encourage the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world and encourage discussion on how they can help to contribute to a sustainable future. Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about possible inequalities and injustices in the world. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures, so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people, and acquire a positive attitude towards others. We help contribute to the children’s social development by teaching them about how society works to resolve difficult issues of economic development. Geography contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many moral questions during the programme of study.
Geography and ICT
The use of technology enhances our teaching of geography, wherever appropriate, in all key stages. Children learn how to find, select, and analyse information on the Internet and on other media. Children can use data loggers to find out the temperature or level of noise pollution in a particular area, for example.
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