Finstall First School
How children learn to read at Finstall First School
Introduction
“If pupils are not able to read to an age-appropriate level and fluency, they will be incapable of accessing the rest of the curriculum, and they will rapidly fall behind their peers.” (“Ofsted Draft Inspection Handbook” January 2019)

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. It is also important to understand what has been read. A teacher will always talk to a child about the book they are reading; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will end or their favourite part.  

The teacher will then be able to see how well they have understood and will help them to develop good comprehension skills.
However, in the early years of learning to read – Year R, Year 1 and into Year 2 - we teach children to read, primarily, through daily, systematic, synthetic phonics teaching, using the “Letters and Sounds” programme. Children also need to recognise and remember the 'tricky words' (Common Exception Words), including those that cannot be sounded out letter by letter e.g. “the”  or “said.”
In all year groups, staff will listen to each child read (sounds or words) at least once per week through a guided reading session and, at least, every other week on an individual basis. 
Reading Scheme and Guided Reading books that we use for early reading are phonetically decodable and are selected so that they connect closely to the phonic knowledge (i.e. the phase) that pupils are being taught at that time.

The core individual reading scheme is Oxford Reading Tree, which is colour banded to match with a child’s ability, with lots of supplementary readers at the same level.  For example, we use “Collins Big Cat” books, which have been aligned to the Oxford Reading Tree bands and the phases set out in “Letters and Sounds.”
The choice of guided reading books is made by the teacher and follows the colour bands for the individual reading books.  The children are grouped according to their ability in groups of approximately 6. The main scheme of books we use for Guided Reading is ‘Collins Big Cat’.
We have a number of volunteer helpers in school who also hear children read each week and they keep a record and report back to the teacher.  Any adult who hears a child read will question the child about their book and are provided with guidance and support from the Class Teacher to ensure that there is a focus to the reading session. Each individual reading session is recorded in the child’s Reading Record Book and includes suggestions for further support from home. 

If a class teacher decides that a child needs additional targeted support with their reading (e.g. because they are falling behind), the child may read more often during the week within an Intervention group.

Children who have not passed the Phonics test in Year 1 will also attend Intervention groups in Year 2 and so forth into Years 3 and 4 as appropriate.
Reading at home – It is expected that parents will hear their children read at home. We value the involvement of parents in hearing their children read and we encourage parents to be involved in their child’s reading development.  If this is not the case, then the parents are reminded that, at Finstall, we do expect this from our parents. A ‘Reading Record Book’ is maintained where all adults hearing the child read will write the progress made within the book and teaching staff will communicate how the child is getting on and what parents can do to develop their child’s reading skills further.

Guidance for parents can also be found on the School Website.
In addition, each key stage has some additional methods or processes, specific to their age-range, which are detailed below.
Foundation stage 

To help to develop an interest in books, the Foundation stage staff offer a “Story Club” which runs for 6 sessions for the new Reception year intake in the Summer term before they start school.

In class, the children start to learn how to read by being taught phonics every day, using the “Letters and Sounds” programme.
Foundation stage classes also have access to a well resourced book corner where the children are encouraged to read independently. The book corners are based in the Rabbits and Hedgehogs classes.  The choice of books is changed half termly.

Key words and high frequency words (Common Exception Words) are also checked regularly whilst Story time takes place on a daily basis.
Key Stage 1 
Children continue to be taught Phonics daily throughout Key Stage 1, following the “Letters and Sounds” programme.  This is incorporated within English lessons and becomes part of our everyday work. After guided reading sessions, follow up activities are also used to further develop the children’s understanding and comprehension. In addition, children complete differentiated comprehension exercises in Year 2 and, as appropriate, in Year 1.

The core Oxford Reading Tree reading scheme continues in Key Stage 1, with lots of supplementary readers within each coloured band. These include Floppy Phonics, Collins Big Cat and Dandelion Readers although we are striving to resource this from just one scheme in future.  As the children’s reading ability develops, they move through a range of colour banded books until they get to Stage 12 (Copper). After this, as confident readers, they progress on to free reading books, which children usually find more interesting and inspiring and introduce them to a wider range of vocabulary. 
Reading books are changed weekly or as soon as a child has finished their book. 

Key Stage 2
‘Collins Big Cat’ continues to be the main Guided Reading scheme in Key Stage 2 and, as the children become more proficient readers, the scheme introduces them to a wider range of texts including short novels, plays, non-fiction and poetry.  Follow up activities are also used, after guided reading sessions, to further develop the children’s understanding and comprehension.
In Key Stage 2, as children become more confident, they select less from levelled reading schemes and more from the selections of short novels and stories and the range of non-fiction we have in school. These both play an important part in building reading stamina and opening children up to different styles of writing and new vocabulary. 

As our children become more proficient readers, they access a wider choice of reading material, whether it be a book from home or a book from the class library. However, the class teachers will use their professional judgement to ensure that the reading matter is appropriate for each child. 

Children are encouraged to read widely in Years 3 and 4, including stories, plays, poetry and information texts and they increasingly use their reading to develop their learning across a range of subjects and topics. They are also encouraged to read fiction books by a range of authors and to be adventurous in their choices.
Paired Reading
Paired reading takes place in Years 1 to 4 on a weekly basis.   Each child has a partner of a similar ability to whom they read.  Each child reads a page each carefully, tracked and listened to by their partner.  At the end of the book, the children are provided with a range of questions to ask each other about the book.   Whilst paired reading is taking place, the Teacher (and TA) will sit with a pair of children and listen to their reading, asking questions as appropriate. The teacher will fill in a pro-forma as evidence before moving onto the next pair.  
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