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Music policy

Rationale:
Our vision:

 “Learning Together, Preparing for Life.”
Our Aims:

We hope to realise our Vision by striving to achieve the following aims: 

· To provide a broad, balanced, relevant curriculum that meets the unique and varied needs of our pupils and enables all children to attain and achieve well in all subject areas in the National Curriculum. 
· To enable all children to read well as Reading is at the heart of learning. 
· To prepare children for life by developing their character – helping them to become more independent, organised, confident and resilient; to be good communicators, creative and able to solve problems; to be respectful, aware of differences, appreciative and reflective; to know how to keep themselves physically and mentally well and how to stay safe from a variety of risks. 
· To recognise, accommodate and support the needs of all individuals. 
· To provide a positive, safe and happy learning environment in which everyone is inspired and empowered to achieve the highest standard of which they are capable in all aspects of their life. 
· To help everyone to make appropriate choices through praise, encouragement and by leading through example. 
· To treat everyone with respect, encourage self-respect, listen to and value everybody’s opinions, contributions and ideas. 
· To continually develop effective partnerships with parents and the wider community. 
· To ensure that effective leadership and management enables us to continually improve all aspects of our school through systematic, rigorous self-evaluation.
· To make School fun for everybody.

Curriculum Intent
At Finstall First School, children receive a broad, balanced music curriculum which is accessible for all and follows the aims of the National Curriculum for Music for children in KS1 and KS2.  
Through their Music lessons at Finstall First School, our children:
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians;
· Learn to sing and to use their voices, increasingly effectively, to create and compose music on their own and with others;

· Have the opportunity to experiment with different musical instruments, use technology appropriately and to further develop their musical knowledge and skills;
· Develop their understanding of and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure and through age-appropriate appropriate musical notation.
In the Foundation stage, Music and singing are part of the learning area of Expressive Arts and Design.  The curriculum has been designed for children to explore and be creative with their voice and instruments and learn simple songs and nursery rhymes and to start to discuss their feelings about music.
We encourage an ethos where children have the opportunity to be explorative and creative with music in a supportive and caring environment. We aim to inspire children through exciting and fun Music lessons, which allow children to develop their love of this subject. We also see the benefits of Music for promoting team work, confidence and improved self-esteem as well as developing their independence and resilience, which feature in our whole school curriculum rationale. As a school, we see the importance of Reading and, through Music, we are able to further develop children’s reading skills by providing opportunities for the children to read song words during class Music lessons or during assemblies. We also acknowledge and value the many benefits of music in helping children’s mental health.

Curriculum Implementation

The Music Curriculum:

The music curriculum at Finstall First School has been designed around the interrelated dimensions of music which have been identified in the National Curriculum: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure. These are taught in a systematic and sequential way to ensure that children learn progressively.

 (Please see the Whole School Music Curriculum Map). 

The first unit taught at the start of each academic year in Years 1 - 4 is about duration as we believe that understanding this musical element is crucial in order to understand and develop their knowledge of the other musical elements.  Children develop their skills as singers, performers, listeners and composers throughout these interrelated dimensions.  During their school life, they develop their knowledge of a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.  Children are taught non-standard musical notations in Year 1 and Year 2 and standard musical notation is  introduced during Year 3 and Year 4.
Children are taught a discrete Music lesson each week lasting 30-40 minutes.  Children are taught the interrelated dimensions of Music in each of these lessons with one or two elements as the focus for the half term.   There is also one half-term during each year where children are taught the skills of singing and performing as part of their year group production rather than through discrete music lessons.  These take place in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 in the 2nd half of the Autumn term, Year 3 in the 2nd half of the Spring term and, in Year 4, in the 2nd half of the Summer term. 
All children also have a weekly Singing Assembly on a Monday afternoon - one for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and a separate session for Years 3 and 4.  These sessions allow for children’s singing skills to be developed and are led by the Music Co-ordinator.  These sessions also allow the interrelated dimensions of Music which are currently taught in Music lessons to be further reinforced and developed through singing.  

Music in the Foundation Stage:
We teach music in Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year.  As the reception class is part of the Early years Foundation Stage, we relate children’s learning to the objectives set out in the Early Learning goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.  The Music Leader, in liason with the EYFS leads, has also clearly laid out musical knowledge, vocaublary and skills that she would like children in Year R to have been exposed to before they enter Year 1. By ensuring the children are “Year 1 Ready,” they are prepared for the next learning in our planned and progressive sequence.   

Music and Inclusion:

At our school, we teach Music to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. This accords with the school’s curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children.  Through our music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all children to make good progress.  We strive hard to meet the needs of those chidlren with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are gifted and talented and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details, see separate policies: e.g SEND policy, Disability Equality Scheme, Access and Inclusion Plan.  
We aim to implement the Music Curriculum by:

· Providing stimulating and challenging music lessons which are scaffolded or adapted to match the needs of all children.
· Enabling opportunities for creativity.
· Providing opportunities for children to play a variety of non-pitched and pitched instruments.
· Encouraging an enjoyment of music.
· Providing opportunities for children to compose music on their own and with others. 

· Providing opportunities for children to listen to a range of live and recorded music from a range of different musical genres and traditions.
· Helping children to understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated in terms of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure, using age-appropriate musical notations.

· Teaching Key Stage 2 children to begin to understand staff and other musical notation.

· Teaching Key Stage 2 children an understanding of the history of music.

· Enhancing the children’s learning through the provision and sign-posting of extra curricular activities. 
Singing and performing: 

Children at Key stage 1 should be taught to:

· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.
Children at Key Stage 2 should be taught to:

· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
All children will sing songs from different traditions and genres in music lessons and as part of Whole School or Key Stage assemblies.  Children in Years 3 and 4 have the opportunity to join the School Choir. The Choir sings songs from a variety of different genres and also allows children the opportunity to sing solos, duets or perform in small groups in front of a variety of audiences.   

For an additional fee (or through use of Pupil Premium funding), all children in Years 3 and 4 have the opportunity to learn how to play pitched instruments by attending small group or individual instrumental lessons. Currently, children can learn to play the keyboard, cello, clarinet, guitar or violin. Lessons take place weekly and are provided by peripatetic teachers from Severn Arts. All children who have instrumental lessons or who join the choir perform in our twice yearly musical concerts. Choir Club also perform at other venues in the local community during the year. Children are also given opportunities to perform their music during lessons and within assemblies.  

Listening and appraising:

Children at Key Stage 1 should be taught to:

· Listen, with concentration and understanding, to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.
Children at Key Stage 2 should be taught to

· Listen, with attention to detail, and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.

The Musical Curriculum has been planned so that children will listen to a variety of different music from a wide range of genres including the great composers.  Children will also listen to music from different genres as they enter and leave Whole School and Key Stage assemblies.  The music that the children listen to is named and key musical information about the music is shared with the children.  
Composing
Children at Key Stage 1 should be taught to:

· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Children at Key stage 2 should be taught to:
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.
The planning of each unit provides opportunities for children to create their own musical compositions on their own, in pairs or in small groups using their body, voice or tuned and untuned instruments.   The Music curriculum has been planned so that children will be able to name common instruments and these are built upon year on year so that they have a wealth of experience and also know the names of non-pitched instruments.

Opportunities have been planned into the units so that children can also compose and record their own musical compositions using different computing programmes such as Purple Mash.
Notation

At Key Stage 1, children will use and understand graphic notation to represent music. 
At Key Stage 2, children will use and understand graphic notation and begin to understand standard music notation - staff notation - during their music lessons. Children who have instrumental lessons provided by peripatetic teachers from Severn Arts will also be taught to read staff notation during their lessons. 
Assemblies:

Pupils listen to a variety of different styles of music at the beginning and end of assemblies.  Hymns and songs are sung during every assembly and our weekly Singing Assemblis are used to improve and develop the children’s singing abilities.  Music also features during special assemblies such as Harvest, Christmas, Mothers’ Day, Easter, May Day and out end of year Leavers’ Assembly. 
Music and the wider community:
Finstall First School has strong links with the wider community and the School Choir performs regularly at a variety of events in the local area during the year.  This includes performing at St Godwald’s Church, the local nursing home and at the Bromsgrove Council Christmas Carol Service.
Resources

Music instruments are stored on a trolley outside the Year 4 classrooms for Upper School staff and children to use and a trolley in the ICT suite cupboard for Lower School staff and children to use.  Xylophones and Glockenspiels are stored in the Upper School practical area. Music books are stored in cupboards in the library.  
Assessment

Teachers assess children's work in the following ways:

•
Making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons.

•
Older children are also encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. 

•
At the end of each whole unit of work, recording summary judgements for each child, on the Foundation Subject Assessment Grid, based on whether they have gained a good level of understanding, a deep level of understanding or whether they are working towards a good level of understanding. 

•
Recap quizzes, regular questioning or 5-a-day recap activities.

•
At the end of each year, recording whether children, over the year, have gained a good level of understanding, a deep level of understanding or whether they are working towards a good level of understanding against the year’s key learning objectives for Music. This is reported to parents.

Assessment information is passed on to the next teacher at the end of the year. 

The Subject Leader for Music keeps samples of children's work using the SeeSaw Learning Platform. These demonstrate what the expected level of achievement is in Music for each age group in the school. 

The Subject Leader for Music will also analyse the assessment grids in each year group in order to gain an overall understanding of attainment in Music across the School and to determine strengths and areas for further development.  

Impact
The impact of the Music curriculum is evidenced by high-quality outcomes in Music in all year groups where children know more, understand more, remember more and can do more with increasing confidence, resilience and independence. The Music Lead monitors the progress made by all children in Music across the school by undertaking ‘lesson visits,’ talking to children and staff and looking at children’s work.  
We generally find that a very high % of pupils attain at least a good level of development against the set Learning Objectives and a relatively high % attain a deeper level of understanding. When talking to children about what they have learned, the large majority remember what they have been learning about and talk about it enthusiastically with good use of subject specific vocabulary. 
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