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What are we going to cover?

 What is Phonics?

 What is Essential Letters and Sounds?

* How we teach phonics

* ELS progression / What they should know at the year of
Reception

e Getting children ready to read

e Supporting your child with reading at home

* Pronouncing pure sounds

e Using the letter formations and spelling sequence to
support writing at home

ow will | know how my children is doing?

estions
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What is Phonics?

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups with
the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each
sound is represented by a grapheme (the written
representation of a sound).
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What is Phonics? ELS:

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.
For example, in the word 'cat’ there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the
word 'shop'.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the
word 'night’.

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more
consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake’.
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What is ELS?

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen
phonics programme

Children will experience the joy of books and language
whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they need to become
fluent independent readers and writers.

© Oxford University Press 2021



Essential
E L Letters and
¥ SoUNdS

How do we teach phonics?

* We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching
phonics.

* We have mnemonics and rhymes to support learning
and recall

 We teach phonics every single day from the first days of
Reception
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How do we teach phonics?

* Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds &
graphemes taught

* Lots of opportunities for oral blending- /c/ /foa/ /t/

 We teach children how to ‘decode’ for reading,
alongside teaching any new vocabulary.
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Nursery/Pre-School
Seven aspects:

« Instrumental sounds
« Body percussion
Rhythm and rhyme
Alliteration

Voice sounds

Oral blending

Yy

« Environmental sounds

ELS Progression

Reception Autumn 1

= Oral blending

* Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

+ 12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

Essential
Letters and
B Sounds
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Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2
= Oral blending
* Sounding out and blending
with 29 new GPCs
* 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2
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ELS Progression

ELS
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Reception Summer 1

« Oral blending

* Mo new GPCs

= Nonew HRS words

» Word structures — cvee,
COVC, COVCC, COCVE, COOVED

« Suffixes

« Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Summer 2
« Introduction to Phase 5 for
reading
« 20 new GPCs
= 16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn I and 2
= Revision of previously
taught Phase 5 GPCs
+ 2 new GPCs
* 9 new HRS words
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2
= Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
49 new GPCs
+ 4 new HRS words
« Oral blending
+ Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

Year 1 Summer, Year 2 and Key
Stage 2
* With ELS, phonics teaching
does not stop at the end
of Year 1, but continues as
children move through the
school, with links being
made between their GPC
knowledge and spelling
+ Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading and
spelling
« Wider reading, spelling and
writing curriculum

Essential
Letters and
Sounds

© Oxford University Press 2021




PHASE 3

PHASE 2
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HARDER TO READ AND SPELL WORDS ELS Essential
Sounds
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Supporting your child with reading at home

* Children are only reading from books that are entirely
decodable
Your child should be able to read their book confidently
We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after
the sound)
We want them to practise reading their book 4 times across
the week working on these skills:
decode
fluency
expression
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Supporting your child with reading at nome

Reading Treehouse
A key part of learning to read is that children re-read words and sentences that they
can decode (sound out) until they are fluent (read with ease and precision). By
reading texts several times children have the greatest opportunity to achieve this
fluency.

First read

Focus on understanding and enjoying the book. Talk about what is happening in the
pictures. Predict what might happen in the story before they read the next part. What
might happen in the end?

Second read

Encourage fluent sounding out and blending.
Look in more detail at the vocabulary. Make sure your child understands thj
fythe words and spend time discussing these with your child.
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Supporting your child with reading at home

Reading Treehouse

Third read
Ask your child to retell the key events in the story in their own words and in the

correct order. Ask them questions about what has happened and why.

Fourth read
Read the book with increasing fluency and try to add expression when you read.

My child is a confident reader and can read the book fluently. What else can | do?
Encourage them to read it with expression. Can they try and read the story like a
storyteller? Look at the punctuation (?, !, Speech bubbles) explain what they are and
why they are used. .3

Remember to write a comment each time you listen _’
to your child read ‘
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Pronouncing pure sounds

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the
sounds and supporting children in reading words.

cat not cuh a tuh
If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder

for our children.

There are videos for this on our school website where you can
hear the correct pronunciation of the sounds.

L8
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Pronouncing pure sounds ELS:::

4 N

Phase 2 pronunciation video
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https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-school-back/tar/essential-letters-and-sounds-menu/training--3
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Supporting your child with writing at home

Q) = @ & )

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home
to support them with their writing.

Let’s try this with the word: peg

We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to
make sure we write the sentence we have planned and to
ensure it makes sense! ‘
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Supporting your child with writing at home

QO = @ & Ccs )

When writing independently, we encourage children to write
words using the digraphs that they know. e.g.

tigh g er = tiger
m OwW S = mouse
c ai m = came.

Dvear Santa
& < wood lighk a toi car.
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How will | know how my child is progressing?

* Daily/ ongoing assessments
* Hearing children read

* Half termly assessments

* Daily 1:1 interventions
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How do we teach phonics?

Autumn 2 Week 2 Day 3

R

.
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