Appendix 1

Finstall First School
How children learn to read at Finstall First School
Introduction
“If pupils are not able to read to an age-appropriate level and fluency, they will be incapable of accessing the rest of the curriculum, and they will rapidly fall behind their peers.” (“Ofsted Inspection Handbook” November 2019)

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. It is also important to understand what has been read. A teacher will always talk to a child about the book they are reading; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will end or their favourite part.  

The teacher will then be able to see how well they have understood and will help them to develop good comprehension skills.

Early Reading

Teaching and Learning of Phonics

Systematic, high-quality phonics learning takes place daily in FS and KS1.  FS and Year 1 follow the “ELS” (Essential Letters and Sounds) programme.  This programme of learning equips almost all of our children with effective decoding skills and a good grounding in spelling. In Year 2, the children recap on Phase 5 and then move onto Phase 6 and discrete spelling lessons are taught using the ELS Essential Spelling scheme, which follows on from the ELS phonics scheme. This provides a structure for teachers to follow and to plan children’s progression in Reading.  
Foundation stage 

To help to develop an interest in books, the Foundation stage staff offer two Story Time sessions which run for two successive weeks, for the new Reception year intake in the Summer term before they start school.  These include age appropriate stories and nursery rhymes.
In class, the children start to learn how to read through systematic, high-quality daily phonics teaching for approximately 33 minutes, using the “ELS” programme. They also need to recognise and remember the ‘Harder to Read and Spell' words that cannot be sounded out letter by letter e.g. “the” or “was.” The children’s ability to read these words is checked regularly, using diagnostic assessments, throughout each week. Phonics input follows the ‘ELS’ programme, starting with teacher input lasting for approximately 15 minutes followed by enhanced phonic activities within the indoor and outdoor environment.  This time will gradually be extended over the course of the year, in accordance with the ‘ELS’ planning.  Other, related phonics activities will also be available for the children to explore independently throughout the day.
By the end of Year R, most of the children should be secure within Phases 2, 3 and 4 and be working within Phase 5.
Key Stage 1

Children continue to be taught Phonics, daily, throughout Key Stage 1.  In Year 1 this follows the ‘ELS’ programme.  In Year 2 this follows the ‘ELS Essential Spelling programme’.  
By the end of Year 1, most children will have completed Phase 4 and 5. At the end of Year 1, the children take the statutory National Phonics Screening Test.  If a child fails to reach the standard set at the end of Year 1, they receive additional support during Year 2 to improve their chances of passing the test when they re-take it at the end of Year 2.

Throughout Year 2, the children will revisit Phase 5 and will be taught Phase 6 through the ‘ELS Essential Spelling Programme’ 3 times a week.

It is important that the first 5 Phases are embedded and that children have a sound understanding of the key knowledge and skills before the final sixth phase is introduced in Year 2.  For this reason, children with ‘gaps’ in their GPC knowledge and/or those children who struggle to blend Phase 5 sounds will receive additional ELS interventions. 
Listening to Children Read
 In Reception and Year 1, staff will hear children read informally to their partner during the ‘shared text’ session (Day 5 of each ELS teaching week, each day during the week 5 ELS ‘review’ week and through ‘reading sections’ during the workbook activities). In Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4, staff will listen to each child read at least once per week (e.g. through a guided reading session or 1:1 with the teacher or TA). Children in all Year groups are heard read at least every other week on an individual basis (1:1 with their teacher or TA).
Guided reading 

Children in Years R and Year 1 conduct whole class and Teacher supported paired reading activities during the weekly phonics review lesson on Friday, throughout the week during ‘review’ weeks and whilst completing the ‘reading sections’ of their worksheet activities (See ELS scheme).  This guided approach helps develop the children’s fluency and accuracy and begins to develop basic comprehension skills.  From Years 2 to Year 4, children read within a Guided Reading group at least once / week. Guided Reading helps to develop a variety of reading skills and introduces children to a wider range of texts including short novels, plays, non-fiction and poetry.  After Guided Reading sessions, follow up activities, such as supplementary comprehension exercises are also used to further develop the children’s understanding and comprehension of what they have read. Children in Years 3 and Year 4 use the ‘ReadingPlus’ online reading programme alongside their guided reading sessions. The programme baselines children at the start of Year 3, looking at the pace they read and their understanding of texts and vocabulary. It then provides each child with a personalised range of engaging texts that offer genres they enjoy, but also encourages them to read genres they may not usually engage with. It teaches silent reading fluency, comprehension and new vocabulary with software that meets each pupil’s individual reading level and adapts as the child improves. ReadingPlus is used to support quality first teaching and provides actionable reports for teachers. 
The choice of Guided Reading books is made by the teacher. In Years R and 1, these books follow the ‘ELS’ phonics scheme and the phonics teaching conducted in that week, as well as the GPCs and ‘harder to read and spell words’ covered in previous weeks. Guided Reading books that we use for early reading are phonetically decodable and are selected so that they connect closely to the phonic knowledge pupils are being taught.  The focus of the ELS scheme is to ‘keep up, not catch up’ but those few children who require greater phonic intervention are given a book that is carefully matched to the GPC gaps they are working on within their interventions. All other Guided Reading books follow the colour bands and Oxford University Press numbered levels for the individual reading books (See below).  The children are grouped according to their ability in groups of approximately 6. The main schemes of books we use for Guided Reading are ‘Oxford University Press’ and ‘Collins Big Cat’.  The books have been aligned so there is clear progression in accordance with the Oxford University Press scheme (which is complimentary to the ELS phonics programme). They also draw from a range of styles and genres. As the children become more proficient readers, the schemes introduce them to a wider range of texts including short novels, plays, non-fiction and poetry. 
Paired Reading

During Year R and Year 1 the children will experience shared reading sessions once a week, as part of their phonics lessons, for a full week during the week 5 ‘review’ of the sounds taught and during the ‘reading sections’ in their activity books (following the ‘ELS’ programme).  Each child has a partner of a similar ability with whom they share an appropriate book. The children take it in turns to read a page, carefully listened to by their partner. At various intervals, the children are provided with a range of questions to ask each other about the book. Whilst paired reading is taking place, the Teacher (and TA as appropriate) is able to listen, assess and ask questions. In Years R and 1, children are encouraged to re-read sentences to improve fluency and each child has a job as the ‘teacher’ pointing to the text or ‘pupil’ reading the text.
Individual Reading

At Finstall First School, we provide a variety of reading books to provide children with access to a range of text types and genres.  In EYFS and KS1 our main Reading Scheme for Individual Readers is “Oxford University Press”.  This is aligned with the ‘ELS’ programme and ensures children have access to appropriate, phonically decodable books which support and further their phonic understanding, fluency and pace.  These books are labelled as ‘I Read’ and children are expected to be able to decode and build fluency with these books over several separate reads (both at home and in school). This scheme is also supplemented with other early readers (which are not necessarily completely phonically decodable), word building books and books containing ‘harder to read and spell’ words, which are labelled as ‘Read with Me’.  Due to the nature of these books we encourage the children to read these with an adult. These books benefit the children because they provide further opportunities to engage children in reading and they expose the children to a wider range of vocabulary as well as different forms of print. In KS2 the children have access to both the Oxford University Press and Collins Big Cat Reading Schemes of an appropriate level.
Children are placed on an appropriate colour-banded reading level according to their reading fluency, decoding skills and comprehension.  In Reception and Year 1, this also correlates with the ELS phonics scheme.  All children are provided with a “bookmark” that includes objectives relevant to the child’s year group or reading ability.  These objectives/targets are printed on the “bookmark” so that the child, their parents and other adults can see exactly what the child is aiming to achieve when they read. 
Each individual reading session is recorded in the Child’s Reading Record, in purple pen, and includes suggestions to help the child to improve further.
Whole Class Teaching
In all year groups, children will also study a range of texts and genres as a whole class, looking at the different features of such texts at an age-appropriate level. 

In KS1, some of these whole class reads will occur, on a weekly basis, as part of the ELS phonics scheme, enabling children to practice and develop their phonic understanding.

As they move through the School, children will also be using their reading, increasingly, for learning across a range of subjects and topics. Other activities that develop the children’s reading ability include: 
· Research – the children are encouraged to produce their own independent projects, which are displayed around the School.  The children are encouraged to read non-fiction books or search for information on the internet before summarising this in their own words within their project.  
· Reading comprehension exercises – often carried out within or after the guided reading session or completed within an English session.
Reading at home 
We very much value the involvement of parents and expect parents to listen to their children read at least four times a week, throughout their time with us.  Children are encouraged to read at home using a range of incentives and parents who are finding reading at home a challenge are invited to come into school so we can offer them advice and support. Reception offer new parents an ‘ELS’ workshop at the start of the academic year where parents can observe an ELS lesson in action. This helps parents to understand the terminology, structure, and progression of the scheme and is, usually, extremely well attended.
In Reception and KS1, the children will receive two reading books a week to read at home.  Both books will be from the child’s coloured book band, one of which (the ‘I read’ book) will match the phonic learning they have done in school that week.  The children are encouraged to re-read the phonically de-codable ‘I read’ book four times, as this will help the children to develop a better phonic understanding and become more confident and fluent readers. The second book is labelled ‘Read with me’ and parents are encouraged to read this book to or with their child as the book is not fully phonically decodable for the child. This book gives the children access to a more diverse range of vocabulary, print, genres and styles.  Children also have access to the ELS online library through log-ins they can use at home. In Year 2, and once the children are reading Turquoise banded books, they will be encouraged to re-read either book to continue to develop their fluency, whilst also learning how to use expression and to develop a deeper understanding of the texts. 
As the children progress through school and as their reading skills develop, they will start to receive longer and more complex texts and so it is more likely that only one book will be sent home per week.  The expectation of reading four times a week will continue with parents being encouraged to ask the children more questions to help their children to develop better comprehension skills as well as helping them to maintain their fluency and pace. Children in Year 3 and Year 4 can also access the ‘ReadingPlus’ scheme at home and continue to work progressively through the texts.

Where appropriate, sound cards and/or word lists are also sent home for parents to reinforce the children’s learning at an appropriate level.
Any adult, in School, who hears a child read will question the child about their book and are provided with guidance from the Class Teacher. This gives guidance and support to the adult and gives a focus to the reading session. 

Throughout the School, a “Home/School Reading Record” is maintained, where all adults who hear the children read individually will record comments about the progress made by the reader (in purple pen). Teaching staff will also comment and will inform parents about how they can further support their child’s development in reading.

Guidance for parents in supporting their children with Reading can also be found on the School Website whilst, every two years, we aim to provide whole school Parent Information Sessions and Workshops.  Year R also provide annual Phonics guidance in the form of a ‘live’ ELS lesson that parents can observe in order to see the programme in action and learn how to better support their children.
Additional Support

If a class teacher decides that a child needs additional targeted support with their reading, the child may be asked to read more often during the week. They may also be required to participate in additional phonics activities as and when the need arises.  This could be because a child is falling behind his or her peers or behind the rate of progress that we would expect of that individual. Children who have not passed the Phonics test in Year 1 may also be asked to attend additional Phonics Intervention groups in Year 2 and, if necessary, into Key Stage 2, to enable them to catch up.
Access to Books

At Finstall First School, we believe that free access to books of all kinds is important in the development of the child’s interest in, and appreciation of, reading. To this end, all classrooms have reading corners, where the children are encouraged to read independently, along with book displays and collections related to ongoing reading and topic work, e.g. a class ‘BookFlix’ display, or a place to vote on the next book they would like to hear during ‘story-time’. The choice of books is changed on a regular basis. In addition to this, children in KS1 and 2 are encouraged to use the School Library in small groups, where research and book selection skills are taught from an early age.  The children have the opportunity to take home a library book of their own choosing once every three weeks.  Year R are also encouraged to access the library through the use of ‘Story Sacks’ and puzzles which they can share with staff during their dedicated Library time.
Home access to reading books is also encouraged through the use of E-Readers.  Children (and parents) are provided with log in details to various online reading resources such as the ELS online library, in Reception and Year 1, and the ReadingPlus library in Year 3 and 4, as well as programmes such as Serial Mash (Purple Mash), which provide access to a wide selection of books that children can read at home based on their current reading ability. 
Sharing a love of reading

At Finstall First School, we want children to develop a love of reading, to enjoy being read to or to enjoy listening to high-quality books and to share their enjoyment of stories through discussion. 

In addition, to encourage a love and appreciation of reading, children are read to a minimum of twice a week in Story Time sessions although we expect this to be more for younger children. 

We have developed a Spine of high-quality books that we aim to expose our children to during their journey through our School. We feel that this will help to foster a love of reading in our children. This spine is a core of books that will create a “living library” inside the minds of our children.  It is a store of classics and essential reads that will help our children to engage at a progressively deeper level and enter the “World of Story.”  

This “Spine” contains a list for every year group. Some of these books have been specifically chosen to be used as whole class texts, some for guided reading, some are related to topics and some are for independent reading.  They have also been chosen to represent some of the latest and best releases, as well as representing some genres and authors that our children may not necessarily choose to read of their own accord.  
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